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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 8-10, 13, 14 and 16-27 and 29-41 and 45-50 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Faries et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 20040247016). 

As to claim 1 , Faries et al. teach a gauge system comprising: an electronic 
instrument including at least one programmable feature and at least one access module 
restricting access to the at least one programmable feature (section 0131, lines 6-16 
and lines 19-29); and an instrument-pass operable with the access module, wherein the 
access module is responsive to the instrument-pass to allow and to restrict access to 
the at least one programmable feature (section 0131, lines 6-16 and lines 19-29). 

As to claims 8-10, 13, 14 and 16-24, Faries et al. further teach: a first transceiver 
coupled to the electronic gauge (section 0132); a workstation (Fig. 14, #1009); and a 
second transceiver coupled to the workstation, wherein the first transceiver is operable 
to transmit to the second transceiver the access to the at least one programmable 
feature (section 0132); wherein the first and second transceivers communicate using 
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digital communication technology (Fig. 14, #1011); wherein the digital communication 
technology is packet-based communication (section 0132); wherein the first and second 
transceivers communicate using radio frequency transponders (section 0263); wherein 
the first and second transceivers communicate via an wireline link (section 0263); 
wherein the workstation is operable to receive information from the electronic gauge via 
the first and second transceivers (sections 0131 , 0132 and 0263); wherein the 
workstation is operable to transmit information to the electronic gauge via the first and 
second transceivers (sections 0131, 0132 and 0263); further comprising a network, 
wherein the workstation is coupled to the network, the workstation operable to transmit 
and receive information via the network (sections 0131 , 0132 and 0263); wherein the 
network comprises a local area network (Fig. 14, #101 1); wherein the network 
comprises a wide area network (Fig. 14, #101 1); wherein the network comprises a 
portion of the Internet (Fig. 14, #1011); wherein the network comprises an optical 
network (Fig. 14, #101 1); further comprising a server, wherein the server is operable to 
transmit and receive information from the workstation (sections 0131, 0132 and 0263); a 
workstation access module operable with the instrument-pass key, wherein the 
workstation access module provides access to the programmable features of the 
electronic gauge (section 0132). 

As to claim 25, Faries et al. teach a method of providing security for a gauge 
comprising: detecting the presence of an instrument-pass (section 0131); and if the 
instrument-pass satisfies predetermined access criteria, allowing access to at least one 
programmable feature of the gauge (section 0131 ). 
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As to claims 26, 27 and 29-34, the teaching of Faries et al. further includes: 
entering a code to allow access to the at least one programmable feature of the gauge 
(section 0131); entering the code is performed before the instrument-pass can be 
detected (section 0131); the instrument-pass is detected at the gauge (section 0131); 
transmitting the presence of the instrument-pass to a remote transceiver (section 0132); 
detecting the transmitted presence of the instrument-pass by a workstation coupled to 
the remote transceiver (sections 0132 and 0134); allowing access to the at least one 
programmable feature of the gauge from the workstation (sections 0132 and 0134); the 
instrument-pass is detected at a workstation remote from the gauge (Fig. 15; section 
0134); detecting the instrument-pass allows access to the at least one programmable 
feature of the gauge from the workstation (Fig. 15; section 0134). 

As to claim 35, Faries et al. teach a method of providing security for a gauge 
comprising: reading information from an instrument-pass (section 0131); determining if 
the read information satisfies predetermined access criteria (section 0131); and 
selectively allowing and denying access to at least one programmable feature of the 
gauge based on the determination of whether the read information satisfies 
predetermined access criteria (section 0131, lines 24-29). 

As to claims 36-39, the teaching of Faries et al. further includes: determining if 
the read information requires additional input (section 0131, lines 24-29); prompting for 
the additional input (section 0131, lines 24-29); and reading the additional input, 
wherein reading the additional input selectively allows and denies access to the at least 
one programmable feature of the gauge based on the determination that the additional 
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input satisfies predetermined access criteria (section 0131, lines 24-29); the additional 
input is a personal identification number (section 0131, lines 24-29); reading information 
from an instrument-pass comprises accessing programmed material stored in the 
instrument-pass, the programmed material corresponding to a predetermined access 
level (section 0131); the determination of whether the read information satisfies the 
predetermined access criteria comprises comparing the access level of the 
programmed material with the predetermined access criteria (section 0131, lines 24-29). 

As to claim 40, Faries et al. teach a gauge system comprising: an electronic 
diagnostic gauge including access module for restricting access to the electronic gauge 
(sections 0130 and 0131); a first instrument-pass, wherein the access module is 
responsive to the first instrument-pass to allow a first level of access to the electronic 
gauge (section 0131, lines 19-21);and a second instrument-pass, wherein the access 
module is responsive to the second instrument-pass to allow a second level of access 
to the electronic gauge and (section 0131, lines 24-29). 

As to claim 41, Faries et al. teach a gauge system comprising: an instrument- 
pass including access information (section 0131); and an electronic instrument including 
an access module responsive to the instrument-pass to allow or deny access to at least 
one programmable feature of the gauge based on the access information (section 
0131). 

As to claim 45, Faries et al. teach a gauge management system comprising: an 
instrument-pass (section 0131); an entry module operable to control access to an 
instrument (Fig. 14; section 0131); an input/output device (Fig. 14); and a function 
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module operable to manipulate programmable features of the instrument, wherein the 
entry module allows access to the gauge upon receiving a predefined access criteria 
from the instrument-pass, and wherein the function module manipulates the 
programmable features of the instrument based on input from the input/output device 
(Figs. 14 and 15; sections 0131-0134). 

As to claims 46-50, the teaching of Faries et al. further includes: a storage 
module operable to store access information in a database (sections 0071 , 0076, 01 10 
and 0122); the storage module is further operable to retrieve information from the 
database (sections 0071, 0076, 0110 and 0122); the entry module and function module 
are programmed into the gauge (Figs. 14 and 15; sections 0131-0134); a workstation, 
wherein the entry module and function module are programmed into the workstation, 
the workstation coupled to the gauge and adaptable to receive the predefined access 
criteria from the instrument-pass (Fig. 14; section 0131); a first transceiver coupled to 
the gauge (Fig. 15; section 0134); and a second transceiver coupled to the workstation 
(Fig. 15; section 0134); wherein the first and second transceivers are operable to 
communicate the access criteria and the input of the input/output device between the 
gauge and the workstation (Fig. 15; sections 0131, 0132 and 0134). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-5 and 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Faries et al. in view of Dearing et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 20050127177). 

Faries et al. teach the system that includes the subject matter discussed above. 
Faries et al. do not mention explicitly: the access module and the instrument-pass 
comprises a radio frequency identification device system; the access module comprises 
a radio frequency transponder; the access module comprises an infrared detector and 
the instrument-pass is an infrared transmitter; the access module comprises a reader 
selected from the group consisting of a bar code reader and a magnetic strip reader; the 
access information comprises a predetermined radio frequency; the access module 
comprises a reader; and the access module comprises a detector. 

Dearing et al. teach a password control method and system, including an access 
module and an instrument-pass (section 0005), wherein: the access module and the 
instrument-pass comprises a radio frequency identification device system (sections 
0005 and 0041; section 0047, lines 1-5 and section 0056, lines 1-16); the access 
module comprises a radio frequency transponder (sections 0005 and 0041; section 
0047, lines 1-5 and section 0056, lines 1-16); the access module comprises an infrared 
detector and the instrument-pass is an infrared transmitter (sections 0005 and 0041 ; 
section 0047, lines 1-5 and section 0056, lines 1-16); the access module comprises a 
reader selected from the group consisting of a bar code reader and a magnetic strip 
reader (sections 0005 and 0041; section 0047, lines 1-5 and section 0056, lines 1-16); 
the access information comprises a predetermined radio frequency (sections 0005 and 
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0041; section 0047, lines 1-5 and section 0056, lines 1-16); the access module 
comprises a reader (sections 0005 and 0041; section 0047, lines 1-5 and section 0056, 
lines 1-16); the access module comprises a detector (sections 0005 and 0041; section 
0047, lines 1-5 and section 0056, lines 1-16). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the teaching of Dearing et al. in the invention of Faries et 
al. in order to provide the electronic instrument with pass-code control mechanisms that 
can support various type of users (Dearing et al., section 0005). The merely application 
of known techniques to specific instances is obvious. 

5. Claims 6, 7 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Faries et al. in view of Gauthey et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 200401 1 381 9). 

Faries et al. teach the system that includes the subject matter discussed above. 
Faries et al. do not mention explicitly: the access module includes a physical device 
connection, and wherein the instrument-pass includes an encapsulated electronic 
component to activate the access module; the encapsulated electronic component is a 
resistor; and detecting the instrument-pass is performed before the step of entering the 
code. 

Gauthey et al. teach a method and system related to the input of security code, 
including: an access module includes a physical device connection, and wherein the 
instrument-pass includes an encapsulated electronic component to activate the access 
module (sections 0003 and 0024-0026); the encapsulated electronic component is a 
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resistor (sections 0003 and 0024-0026); and detecting the instrument-pass is performed 
before the step of entering the code (sections 0003 and 0024-0026). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the teaching of Gauthey et al. in the invention of Faries 
et al. in order to provide a security code control system that can be used for an access 
interface such as a touch screen of an electronic instrument (Gauthey et al., Abstract). 
The merely application of known techniques to specific instances is obvious. 
6. Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Faries et al. in view of Phillips et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 20040151168). 

Faries et al. teach the system that includes the subject matter discussed above. 
Faries et al. do not mention explicitly: the digital communication technology is 
asynchronous transfer mode; and the first and second transceivers communicate using 
analog communication technology. 

Phillips et al. teach a configurable network interface device and system and 
methods for its use, including: digital communication technology that has asynchronous 
transfer mode (section 0068); and first and second transceivers communicate remotely 
using analog communication technology (section 0026). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the teaching of Phillips et al. in the invention of Faries et 
al. in order to provide a communication mechanism that is capable of receiving a 
plurality of sets of telecommunication information and distributing at least one of the 
plurality to a customer premises (Phillips et al., Abstract). 
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Prior Art Citations 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1) Villicana et al. (U. S. Pub. No. 20040061624) is entitled "Utility power meter". 

2) Fulcher et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 6715673) is entitled "Automated fee collection 
and parking ticket dispensing machine". 

* Contact Information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Xiuqin Sun whose telephone number is (571 )272-2280. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on (571 )272-2269. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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